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The Bering Sea Temperature
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Vertical Stratification at M2
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Differences in the extent of the cold pool in warm 
and cold years
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Large Zooplankton
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• Northern Bering Sea will remain ice covered and cold during the next 30 - 50 years. 
• On the southeastern Bering Sea shelf,  sea-ice extent (and hence ocean temperature) 

can vary significantly from year-to-year
• Vertical stratification is not determined by whether a year is warm or cold.
• Summer population of large zooplankton over the southern shelf were low during 

warm years. 
• Overwintering survival of age-0 pollock was low in warm years over the southern 

shelf.

Summary

Are we eventually heading toward a warmer southeastern Bering Sea shelf and 
reduced large zooplankton and pollock?
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