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Approximately 75 of 150 
countries have implemented or are 

developing some form of MSP 
(Ehler, 2020)

https://www.flickr.com/photos/ambroo/


MSP Data Tools and Guidance Workshop: 
TEG on Data for MSP, 13 March 2024 

300 
participants 
worldwide!



o Support MSP development, 

monitoring and assessment. 

o Provide evidence on the benefits 

stemming from the plans

o Help to achieve the objectives of 

sustainable blue economy strategies

o Foster public acceptance and trust in 

planning 

Economic and social data in MSP



BASELINE – BLUE ECONOMY



Blue Economy



ECONOMIC PERFORMANCE OF SHIPPING SECTOR (BALTIC SEA BASIN) EXTRACTION OF AGGREGATES SECTOR (BALTIC SEA BASIN)

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

20
08

20
09

20
10

20
11

20
12

20
13

20
14

20
15

20
16

M
ill

io
n

 o
f 

EU
R

Other mining and
quarrying

Operation of gravel and
sand pits; mining of
clays and kaolin

Quarrying of
ornamental and
building stone,
limestone, gypsum,
chalk and slate

MW INSTALLED WITH GRID CONNECTION IN THE GERMAN EEZ

0

1000

2000

3000

4000

5000

6000

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

Baltic North Sea

Source: Deutsche WindGuard
GmbH for renewable energy

Source: Eurostat 

0

2,000

4,000

6,000

8,000

10,000

12,000

14,000

16,000

m
ill

io
n

 o
f 

EU
R

Other transportation support
activities

Sea and coastal freight water
transport

Sea and coastal passenger
water transport

Why it matters?



Kwiatkowski and Zaucha, 2023Katila, et al., 2019

Why it matters?





To deliver practical ways to integrate the economic and 
social dimensions in MSP. 

To advance knowledge and methodological 
approaches for gathering data.

To support evidence-based decision-making by 
integrating the socioeconomic dimension.

TECHNICAL EXPERT GROUP: SE IN MSP



Addressing MSP 
questions

• Are there economic and/or 
social benefits stemming from 
the implementation of Marine 
Spatial Plans?

Surís-Regueiro, J., Santiago, J.L and González-Martinez X.M, 2021



Literature review

Survey  

Expert knowledge

+

+



> 12 500 articles reviewed

75 suitable for analysis

• Limited attention in the scientific literature.

• Focus on the short-term and descriptive analysis of economic

(GVA and production value) and socioeconomic (employment).

• Methodological developments are scarce.



Gross Value Added
22%

Life expectancy
5%

Number of companies
11%

Employment
17%

Population by 
education

5%

Population of coastal 
municipalities linked to 

the Blue sectors
6%

Population
6%

Production Value
28%

WHAT ARE THE SOCIOECONOMIC DATA AVAILABLE RELATED TO THE PLAN?

Source: TEG on MSP



SOCIOECONOMIC DATA ARE NOT 
INCLUDED IN ANY VISUALIZATION TOOL

ATLAS OF THE SEA 

EUROSTAT

BLUE INDICATORS
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y = 1,6616x + 97,583
R2 = 0,9854

1. Identification of sectors 

2. Real evolution of marine 
activity production 

3. Construction of the 
counterfactual scenarios

4. Estimations: initial direct 
impact

5. Stakeholder consultation: 
weighting up direct 
impact.

6. Estimation of direct, 
indirect and induced
impact.



Delivering 
knowledge for 
action!



MAKING ECONOMIC 
INFORMATION 

SPATIALLY EXPLICIT

HOW MUCH & 
WHERE

5 million   

1 million 

• Value of production
• Gross Value Added
• Employment



Conceptual output

• Value of production
• Gross Value Added
• Employment

Aquaculture
Value of production



USING ECONOMIC & 
SOCIAL 

INFORMATION FOR 
DECISION MAKING

Priority areas



BLUE ECONOMY  MSP



Governance

Basic variables: 

Employment, salary, gender

Social

Coordination

Participation



• Practical applications relevant for practitioners, 
researchers and managers

• Technical Expert Group-SE subgroup:
• If you are willing to engage in the discussion
• If you are searching for specific information
• If you wish to share your experience in integrating the 

socioeconomic dimension

jsantiago@cetmar.org
marta.ballesteros@ieo.csic.es

mailto:jsantiago@cetmar.org
mailto:marta.ballesteros@ieo.csic.es
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