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Steps to implement the Blueprint

1. Articulation of common SES objectives

2. Development of a governance framework in which SES 
objectives can be applied in management of all activities in an 
area 

3. A process to address conflicts, risks and trade-offs, and 

4. Evaluation of cumulative effects and performance



           
           

        
         

       
          

          
       

                  
          

               
                

                 
       

           
           

              
                 

            

         
                   

                                          

               
         

          

                                 

(Stephenson & Hobday, 2024)

(Beth Fulton, CSIRO)

1. Articulation of common SES objectives
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Complementary 

concepts for ‘    

quilt of sustainable 

          ’

Stephenson et al. 2021 FMARS
https://doi.org/10.3389/fmars.2021.630547

https://doi.org/10.3389/fmars.2021.630547


2. Proposed framework for IM,EBM,MSP,BE  

Stephenson et al. 2019

Step 3

Step 4



Ocean crowding – urgent need for IM 



No offshore turbines in Australia - planning

• But it is coming….and may squeeze out other industries….



Candidate objectives            
           

        
         

       
          

          
       

                  
          

               
                

                 
       

           
           

              
                 

            

         
                   

                                          

               
         

          

                                 



Scenarios of offshore wind development

Ecological:
Productivity 
and habitat

Economic: 
Distribution 
of benefits



How might objectives be used?

- exploring trade-offs. 

e.g. number of turbines

A

B
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Example: Scenarios for future offshore wind energy
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Stephenson and Hobday 2024 Marine Policy. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.marpol.2024.106129 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.marpol.2024.106129


Reducing the risk from ocean crowding
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Value proposition for Integrated Ocean Management 

• Harmonisation among jurisdictions and sectors

• Increased collaboration and planning 

• Consistency, reduced conflict, increased management credibility

• Full sustainability (ecological, economic, social/cultural and governance)

• Coordinated action on issues (Climate change, Indigenous reconciliation)

• Consideration of trade-offs and cumulative management performance

• Strategic opportunity to increase investment

• Cost effective compilation and use of data
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https://doi.org/110.1016/j.ocecoaman.2019.1004.1008.

• Stephenson, R. L. and A. J. Hobday (2024). Blueprint for Blue Economy implementation. Marine Policy: 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.marpol.2024.106129.

• Stephenson, R. L., A. J. Hobday, E. H. Allison, D. Armitage, K. Brooks, A. Bundy, C. Cvitanovic, M. Dickey-
Collas, N. d. M. Grilli, C. Gomez, A. Jarre, L. Kaikkonen, R. Kelly, R. Lopez, E.-K. Muhl, M. G. Pennino, J. C. Tam 
and I. v. Putten (2021). The quilt of sustainable ocean governance: Patterns for practitioners. Frontiers in 
Marine Science 8: 630547. doi: 630510.633389/fmars.632021.630547.

• Stephenson, R. L., A. J. Hobday, I. Butler, T. Cannard, M. Cowlishaw, I. Cresswell, C. Cvitanovic, J. Day, K. 
Dobbs, L. X. C. Dutra, S. Frusher, M. Fudge, B. Fulton, B. M. Gillanders, N. Gollan, M. Haward, T. Hutton, A. 
Jordan, J. McDonald, C. Macleod, G. Pecl, E. E. Plaganyi, I. v. Putten, J. Vince and T. Ward (2023). Integrating 
management of marine activities in Australia. Ocean and Coastal Management: 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ocecoaman.2022.106465.


	Slide 1: Blueprint for Blue Economy Implementation  Alistair Hobday & Rob Stephenson
	Slide 2
	Slide 3: Steps to implement the Blueprint
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6: 2. Proposed framework for IM,EBM,MSP,BE  
	Slide 7: Ocean crowding – urgent need for IM 
	Slide 8: No offshore turbines in Australia - planning
	Slide 9: Candidate objectives
	Slide 10: Scenarios of offshore wind development
	Slide 11: How might objectives be used?
	Slide 12: Example: Scenarios for future offshore wind energy
	Slide 13: Reducing the risk from ocean crowding
	Slide 14: Value proposition for Integrated Ocean Management 
	Slide 15: Additional reading

