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o Don’t need to explain right? 

Marine socio-ecological

systems, EBFM [think of Jason 

Link’s talk]

o Putting communities on the 

map, simple tool to start 

visualizing social (and 

economic) impact of fisheries 
and of change (i.e. policy)

provides a unit of analysis for 

more social data

Why good idea to map fishing communities?
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Thébaud et al 2017 -
https://academic.oup.com/icesjms/article/74/7/1965/305
8980



o Don’t need to explain right? Marine 

socio-ecological systems, EBFM  

o Putting communities on the map, 

simple tool to start visualizing social 
(and economic) impact of fisheries 

and of change (i.e. policy) provides a 

unit of analysis for more social data

o Fisheries often portrayed as high 

pressure (on ecosystem) but it also 
‘delivers’  

Why good idea to map fishing communities?
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Graphs:  North Sea Ecosystem overview (2022)



Next quest… how to define fishing community?
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Picture: Urk (John Gundlach, Flying Holland)



▪ Defining fishing community & describing multidimensional 

characteristics of FC

▪ Choose place-based approach

Defining fishing community
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WGSOCIAL report 2021; Clay and Olsen 2008



▪ Method developed feasible for all ICES regions:

Landing ports

Operational definition fishing community 
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Old EO ports Ireland Ports of registration Landing ports

Z85 = Zoutkamp 85

Nr of cutters per fishing community (2022)



ICES Ecosystem overviews showing fishing communities 
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Days at sea Landings by weight

ICES Celtic Sea EO

And the impact of 

fishing on society

https://ices-library.figshare.com/articles/report/Greater_North_Sea_Ecoregion_Ecosystem_overview/18629543
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And the impact of 

fishing on society

ICES Ecosystem overviews showing fishing communities 

https://ices-library.figshare.com/articles/report/Greater_North_Sea_Ecoregion_Ecosystem_overview/18629543

ICES North Sea EO



What else is happening
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▪ Seawise project: dependency analysis of fishing communities, using 

the ICES approach (landing ports)

▪ STEFC EWG social data
Community profiling

National fisheries profiles



Is it perfect? Nope… but at least things move!

▪ Limitations

▪ SSF not shown / what about LDF / recreational 
fishing / hand picking

▪ Landing port – what about lorry’s bringing 
landings elsewhere (i.e. Belgian fleet)

▪ Access to data of non-EU countries

▪ Not interactive

▪ No understanding of WHY!

▪ How to deal with flagvessels?

▪ Which other communities should play a role?

▪ Realise that these limitations 

and questions only ‘come up’ 

because we have something on 

the map now & also people 

start asking for more indicators 

to be shown – as the maps we 

now have result in more 

questions to be asked
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Thanks!

marloes.kraan@wur.nl

MarloesKraan

www.marloeskraan.eu
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Marloes Kraan, Lisa Colburn, Amber Himes-Cornell, 

Cristina Pita, Debbi Pedreschi, Arina Motova, Emmet 

Jackson, Edd Hind, Nathalie Steins, Katell Hamon 

(WGSOCIAL)

Thanks also to: WGEAWESS, WGINOSE, WGECON

mailto:marloes.kraan@wur.nl
http://www.marloeskraan.eu/
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