INTERNATIONAL PACIFIC
P

HALIBUT COMMISSION

MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING
BETWEEN
THE INTERNATIONAL PACIFIC HALIBUT COMMISSION
AND
THE NORTH PACIFIC MARINE SCIENCE ORGANIZATION

The International Pacific Halibut Commission, hereinafter called “the IPHC”, and the North
Pacific Marine Science Organization, hereinafter called “PICES”;

RECOGNIZING that the International Pacific Halibut Commission (IPHC) was established by a
Convention between Canada and the United States of America to:
a) conduct research on the biology of Pacific halibut;

b) assess the stock structure, abundance, and biomass in the North Pacific Ocean and
the Bering Sea;

c) regulate commercial and recreational fisheries for Pacific halibut within 200 mile
limits of Canada and the United States of America;

d) publish or otherwise disseminate the results of this work; and

e) provide scientific information and advice to the Governments for the purpose of

developing the stocks of Pacific halibut to levels which will permit optimum yield
from that fishery, and of maintaining stocks at those levels;

NOTING that in order to carry out these tasks appropriately and efficiently, the IPHC seeks, inter
alia, to establish and maintain mutually agreed working arrangements with other international
organizations which have related objectives;

RECOGNIZING that the North Pacific Marine Science Organization (PICES), exists to:

a) promote and coordinate marine scientific research in order to advance scientific
knowledge of the area concerned and of its living resources, in including but not
necessarily limited to research with respect to the ocean environment and its
interaction with land and atmosphere, its role in and response to global weather and
climate change, its flora, fauna, and ecosystems, its uses and resources, and impacts
upon it from human activities; and

b) promote the collection and exchange of information and data related to marine
scientific research in the area concemed;

NOTING that in order to further enhance its institutional capabilities, the Organization seeks, inter
alia, to establish and maintain mutually agreed working arrangements with other international
organization that have related objectives;

RECOGNISING that the achievement of the objectives of the IPHC and PICES will benefit from
cooperation, with a view to strengthening the science-based decision-making processes of both
Parties;

DESIRING to put into place arrangements and procedures to promote cooperation in order to
enhance North Pacific Ocean science of mutual interest;
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