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Marine turtle: trans-national life histories

Benson 2012
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Working with people = relationships



Working with people = relationships

• Effective communication

• Respect and understanding

• Share – knowledge, expertise, funding

• Empower others



Successful International collaborations

• Find good partners

• Schedule meetings

• Face to face

• Set goals and activities

• Be flexible – give and take

• Confident but humble



Hawksbills in the eastern Pacific Ocean
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México

Linking with partners in Mexico



El Salvador

México

Linking with partners in El Salvador
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Linking with partners in Ecuador
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Eastern Pacific Hawksbill Initiative



Many projects & successful conservation



Hawksbill festivals





NOAA Fisheries - Pacific Islands Region



Western Pacific leatherback turtle
Benson 2012
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>80%	reduction
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Leatherback - Nesting beach research & conservation 
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Leatherback - Nesting beach research & conservation 

• Indonesia	–	Buru	Island

Egg harvest

Before Project With Project
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Leatherback – Leatherback hunt

Indonesia	-	Kei	Islands
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Loggerhead – Central North Pacific DPS - Endangered

Briscoe et al. 2016
Hawaii (USA)

Japan



Loggerhead interactions

Light line/bar – shallow-set longline
Dark line/bar – deep-set longline

Past 20 years

Loggerhead – Nesting beach research and conservation



Loggerhead interactions

Light line/bar – shallow-set longline
Dark line/bar – deep-set longline

Past 20 years

Loggerhead – Closed pound net research



Approaches to international work

• Bottom-up: more personal

• Top-down: e.g., government initiatives

• NOAA International Office – bridge
• Support of Japan and Indonesia work
• Setting up bi-lateral science initiatives



44th International Sea Turtle Society Symposium



Thank you
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